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Order of Merit Awards for 2012      Each year Clubs are asked to nominate members for the 

Bowls Devon Order of Merit Award.    This is given to the grass root bowler, our unsung 

heroes of Clubs who work, year after year for little or no reward, to help keep their Club 

running.   It may be with admin work or in the kitchen or the bar, the cleaning, redecorating, 

general maintenance   or on the green.   In fact when a hand is needed this member is 

always around.    These awards are not given lightly and this year 16 nominations were 

received and 6 awards made at the Annual General Meeting.      Congratulations to Audrey 

Cross of Newton Abbot, Martin Dear of Hemyock, Peter Hobbs of Lynton and Lynmouth, 

Janice Latchem of Tiverton, Lilian Lovatt of Axminster and Des Vallance of North Tawon.       

All worthy winners of this award and we thank them all for all they have done for their Clubs 

and for the game of bowls.  

Bowls Devon Annual General Meeting 2012     Our 2013  Presidents, Edgar Melluish of City 

of Plymouth B.C. and Heather Pickard of Marldon B.C. were presented with their chains of 

office by the outgoing Bowls Devon Presidents, Barry Corps and Carol Rockey.     Stepping up 

as the men’s Senior Vice President was David Butterworth of Bideford Victoria Park and 

installed as the men’s Junior Vice President was John Theedom of Crediton.      

Unfortunately once again the ladies SVP and JVP posts remain unfilled.     If any lady from 

any Section would like to come forwards for either role the County Administrator would be 

pleased to hear from her.   The Minutes of the AGM will be circulated to Sections to forward 

to Clubs so you can all be updated with what was agreed.    

All the Executive officers were re-elected except Bernard our CPO and Development Officer.  

As you probably know Bernard is undergoing chemo therapy at the moment and we 

received his resignation with much regret.    I am glad to report his treatment is going well 

and Bernard has a very positive attitude.    We will all miss Bernard who worked tirelessly on 

the development scene for Devon and we are sure it will not be too long before he is back 

working with us again.      Bowls Devon’s new Development Officer is Sue Silcox.  

British Isle Winners 2012      I wish to apologise to our ladies Triple of Sophie Tolchard, Ruth 

Rogers and Natalie Melmore for not mentioning their fantastic achievement in my initial 

end of year report.    The girls not only won the National Triples title in 2011 but were the 

British Isle winners in 2012.     It goes without saying that Devon is very proud of them all.  

Bowls England EGM        At the England EGM in November it was decided that with effect 

from 2014 both the men’s and women’s nationals will be held at Leamington.   2013 will 

therefore see the last men’s nationals being held at Worthing.   It also means that the Bowls 



England Office will move to Leamington and the office re-location will be complete by the 1
st

 

January 2014.   It is envisaged that the ladies nationals will start a week later than normal 

from 2014 and these will be followed immediately by the men’s which will run over the 

August bank holiday weekend.      

Johns Trophy proposition - an emotive subject and following several counties speaking 

against the current format a vote was taken on the proposition before the meeting that  

"The Johns Trophy reverts to the knock-out format used in 2011 i.e. a knock-out 

competition played on Tuesdays."  resulting in 35 votes for and 45 votes against.  This mean 

the Johns will continue on to be played on a round-robin basis, the same as the Middleton 

Cup, on Saturdays.  

 

In the Open Forum, following the AGM, Tony Allcock raised the question of a problem 

currently being experienced with the BDA management and made particular reference 

to the coaching module.    Hopefully Tony and our BE Director, Norma Hazzledine, will be 

able to sort out the problems in the not too distant future.    In the meantime it was agreed 

that Bowls England will set aside £15,000 to subsidise the cost of updating and enhancing 

coaching qualifications which will reduce the amount payable for the modules if applied 

for.    I have already circulated the latest BDA Newsletter to Section Secretaries in which 

courses are listed.  

  

It was also agreed that there would be no increase in the cost of the England Year Book 

which would remain at £4.25 next year.   England agreed they would subsidise the cost.   

 

World Bowls Championships     Devon is so proud to have had two of our members from 

Kings representing England in the World Bowls Championships in Australia this year.   Jamie 

Chestney and Natalie Melmore were part of the squad who represented England in the 

Championship.  Jamie played with Graham Shadwell in the men’s pairs and reached the 

semi final losing narrowly to Scotland’s Paul Foster and Alex Marshall  13 – 12.    Natalie 

played in the ladies singles and topped her section with eight wins out of eleven matches. 

Natalie won a bronze medal after being beaten by the Australian favourite Karen Murphy in 

the semi-final 21 – 15.     Another medal for Natalie to go with the Gold she won at the 2010 

Commonwealth Games in Delhi.      Our congratulations go to Natalie and Jamie for these 

fantastic achievements.       

 

Bowls Devon Tours in 2013       Hon. Members, Ernie Edworthy and Tony Broom, are once 

again organising a tour for the men’s President, Edgar.    In 2013 Edgar’s tour will go to 

Scotland leaving Exeter on Sunday 19 May and returning to Devon on Saturday 25 May.   If 

any gentleman bowler is interested in joining the party please contact Ernie – 24, Park 

Street, Willand, EX15 2PT  01884 820627 - who will be pleased to give you any information 

you might need.     

There has not been a ladies County tour for over two years but in 2013 Hon. Member 

Gordon Thomas and Match Secretary, Tony Howle (with any help I can give)  are organising  

a Mixed County Tour to Berkshire staying at the Holiday Inn,  Maidenhead from Monday 2 

September to Friday 6 September.       The cost for Dinner/Bed & Breakfast is £330 per 



person for those sharing a room.    A few single rooms are available at a supplement of £40 

(limited number only).  There will be four mixed games and one game for men only and one 

for ladies only.    The mixed matches have been arranged at Three Mile Cross, Suttons, 

Maidenhead Town and Isle of Wedmore.   The men will play their game at Caversham and 

the ladies at Isle of Bohemia.    The price also includes travel by coach and all green fees.    

The coach will have ‘pick-up’ stops at Plymouth, Drumbridges A38, Exeter Services and 

Cullompton.    To secure your place on the tour please send a deposit of £50 per person to 

Gordon Thomas at 9, Carew Terrace, Torpoint,  PL11  2EG – cheques should be made 

payable to DCBA Tour.    The tour is open to all, you do not have to be a badged player or 

indeed a bowler, everyone is welcome.     Should you have any queries then please phone 

either Tony on 01395 222337 or Gordon on 01752 815479.      

County registered shirts     At the last full Executive meeting your delegates decided that the 

new County shirt, already adopted and worn by our Middleton Cup, Johns Trophy and the 

senior and junior County teams may be worn by all.    Last year the County ladies adopted 

this new part of our uniform when playing in County and Presidents matches and now the 

men County Players have the option to do the same.    From next season our men County 

players may wear either the new County shirt or white shirt and County tie for County and 

Presidents matches.  Should any man wish to order a shirt and/or County Jacket then please 

contact Assistant Administrator Harry who will be holding the County supplies for the men.   

Ladies shirts/jackets can be ordered from me.     

Web Site     I hope you have all followed the development of the Bowls Devon Web Site.   

Our Web Manager, Bob Smith, has done a magnificent job updating the site regularly and 

already has started the update for 2013.     It is hoped all bowlers visit the site and use it for 

information they may require.  

Stamps      With Christmas rapidly approaching we will be sending and receiving Christmas 

Cards and I would ask you all to save the stamps please and give them to me next year to 

give to Hospiscare who are able to turn used stamps into money.   A small way we can all 

help this wonderful organisation. 

A very Happy Christmas to you all.  

 

Carol                                                                                                                                                             

Bowls Devon Administrator 


