
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Minutes of  Bowls Devon Executive Committee Meeting held at the Exeter Golf & 

Country Club on Wednesday,  30
th

 October, 2013 at 6.30 pm. 

 

Present :   Presidential Team:  Mr. E. Meluish (President), Mrs. C. Sliney (SVP)  Mr. 

D. Butterworth (S.V.P),  Mr. J. Theedom (J.V.P.) 

 

Executive Officers :   Mr. A. Mann (Chairman),  Mrs. C. Horgan (Administrator), Mr. 

D. Tucker (Treasurer),  Mrs. D. Yeowell (Assistant Treasurer), Mrs. K. Page and Mr. 

H. Riley (Assistant Administrators), Mr T. Howle and Mrs R. Mayne (Match 

Secretaries), Mrs. S. Silcox (Development Officer), Avril Coyne(Minute Secretary) 

 

Section Representatives:   Mr M Rowe and Mrs Leonie Joachim-Rowe (Section 1) 

Mrs. S. Trott and Mr. E. Edworthy (Section 2),   Mr. D. Coyne and Mrs Sue Harriott 

(Section 3),   Mrs. J. Dawson and Mr. B. Baker (Section 4), Mrs. M. Jones and David 

Mercer (Section 5), Mr. M. Birch,Mrs B.Leach (Section 6), Miss S. Parnell (Section 

7), Mr Paul Chudley and Miss P. Adams (Section 8).   Mrs V. Rounsley (Section 6) in 

attendance.   

                      Action 

1.Welcome: 

Chairman Alan opened  the Meeting,  welcoming everyone present and 

asked for apologies. 

 

 

2. Apologies: 

Mrs. H. Pickard (President),   Mr. G. Thomas (Men’s Patrons Secretary)            

Mrs. M. Jones (Section 5) 

 

 

3.  Minutes of Meeting held on  24
th

 April 2013 

 

Having been previously circulated the Minutes were unanimously agreed 

as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

 

4. Matters Arising: 

 There were no matters arising. 

 

                                                   

5.  Correspondence : 

 

Administrator Carol, prior to the commencement of the Meeting 

circulated a list of correspondence received.  

 The nominations are now in for the Order of Merit Awards. 
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Following a letter from Match Secretary Tony Howle,  Chairman Alan  

spoke of the good band of Bowls Devon officers  in place at the present 

time and suggested that  every four years could be a good time to have 

another look at Officers duties with a view to making life more tolerable 

for them. 

  

The Devon map books will not be reproduced. 

  

A proposition has been received from Bowls Cornwall to amend the Ladies 

South Western Counties League Rule as under :- 

 

1)  Rule 8 to read : 

     “All matches will be played under the Bowls England Competition Rules 

and Regulations” 

 

2)  Add new: 

    “  Inclement weather:  In the event of the umpire and/or green keeper 

 Deciding that no play or no further play is possible, matches in which the 

total number of ends played equals or exceeds 72  will be deemed to have 

been completed and the score will stand.  In a  match where the total   

number of ends played is less than 72, the tie will be deemed to be void 

and 11 points will be awarded to the counties concerned together with an 

average of shots which will be calculated  by the League Administrator. 

 

When a match is stopped by the umpire and/or green keeper play will 

cease on all rinks simultaneously .  Ends commenced but not completed 

shall be declared null and void.” 

 

The  inclusion of this rule will make it quite clear what should happen in 

bad weather conditions. 

 

Administrator Carol pointed out that the rules state  72 ends have to be 

played or play the full match, otherwise the teams would have to go back 

and play again. 

This alteration in rule contradicts the England rules.  One assumes that the  

league rules will be properly written and circulated should all the Counties 

agree with this particular rule amendment,  i.e. in bad weather the 72 end 

rule will not necessarily apply. 

Our representatives will support this proposition.  

 

6.  Finance and General Purposes Committee Report : 

 

The Treasurer reported on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee held earlier in the day.    It was confirmed that the Minutes of 

this meeting would be circulated in due course.  
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7.  Report from the Meetings of the Executive Officers held on  25
th

 June 

and 28
th

 October 2013. 

 

Johns Trophy Catering  -  Administrator Carol reported  it was voted not to 

have a meal after the Johns Trophy and this decision was agreed by the 

Bowls Devon Executive Committee. 

 

Chairman Alan suggested the meeting might care to think about a Bowls 

Devon baseball cap being available to purchase as there appeared to be a  

reasonable demand for these.  It was agreed to place an order. 

 

The County Ladies Mini Tour,  Somerset – 5
th

 to 8
th

 May 2014.    

SVP Charlotte reported that there were several bowlers interested and it 

looks set to be a successful event.  The mini tour was open to all ladies 

and more names would be welcomed. 

 

Assistant Administrator, Kay brought up the subject of inactive County 

bowlers   (people who no longer play)  who are mentioned in the Year 

Book and the Diary and it was agreed to delete them.   

 

8.  Report from Competition Committee : 

 

The Minutes of the  Competitions Committee  Meeting held on the 15
th

 

October 2013 had been circulated.   Assistant Administrator Harry brought 

up the subject of the Coronation Cup Competition and a fairly lengthy 

discussion took place regarding whether or not to disband this 

competition.  

 

“Coronation Cup”. 

The  Section Secretaries each expressed their opinion on this matter.  It 

seemed that most were in favour of keeping this Competition.   Chairman 

Alan asked for a show of hands,  the result being 10 in favour with 5 

abstentions  -  this Competition will therefore continue. 

 

Assistant Administrator Kay reported that the Ladies Jubilee Trophy has 

not been played for two seasons because of lack of interest.  After a 

lengthy discussion various suggestions were put forward.  Chairman Alan 

asked  for a vote as to whether or not this  Competition be dropped.   A 

vote in favour to drop was 5 for – 8 against. It was decided to refer it back 

to the Competitions Committee to consider other formats.  

 

The Competition Committee recommend  that the ladies  be allowed to 

have an Unbadged Pairs competition (as do the men) and be run as all 

other County Competitions and carry the same points value as other 

minor competitions. The Executive Committee supported this 

recommendation. 
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Sue Harriott suggested that the whole system be rationalised so that the 

men and ladies have the same competitions. This was not felt necessary at 

this time. 

 

The agreed changes to the County Trophy will not take place until 2015 as 

the Match Secretary had been unable to obtain the eight greens required 

for the Round of the last 16  

 

9.   Report from Bowls Development Officer  : 

Sue Silcox reported that The Devon Bowls Development Alliance group 

has continued to meet and support phase 2 of the B.D.A national bowls 

recruitment initiatives for 2013 – 2017.   Two new members have joined 

the group in recent months,  Keith Glassbrook, responsible for Club 

recruitment in the West area and Gill Ainslie based in Plymouth, involved 

in coaching at the Life Centre, also with disability groups and schools. 

 

The commencement of the new funding packages in March has enabled 

130 clubs to actively be involved in the recruitment of new bowlers across 

the country.  Devon figures show five outdoor clubs have received funding 

so far and a further three will be participating during the indoor season.   

Please encourage more clubs to apply for funding during the 1
st

 February 

to 31
st

 March window as each club has twelve months to deliver  and 

complete their recruitment events. 

 

Clubs can apply for a funding package once a year. 

 

The Level 1 coaching course was approved in  September and Devon is one 

of the first Counties to organise a course, at present being held at ISCA 

indoor centre – commenced 8
th

 October and concludes 8
th

 November.    

Due to the continuing interest/enquiries from club bowlers  to undertake 

the course a second one is planned for early 2014.    Thanks must be given 

to B.D. Administrator Carol for arranging the venue and applications for 

the first course. 

At this point Chairman Alan stressed how it pays off for clubs to apply to 

the B.D.A and he asked that we all encourage clubs to do so. 

 

10.   Report From Web Site Manager  : 

 

 Bob Smith’s web site report was circulated with nothing further to report 

and Alan thanked him for keeping the web site well up-to-date. 

 

11.    Report from Patrons Secretaries  : 

 

Terri Day  (Ladies & Mixed Patrons Secretary) report was circulated with 

nothing further to add except in the fifth paragraph......49 men and 40 

ladies should in fact read 49 Men’s Clubs and 40 Ladies Clubs.  She further 
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went on to say that someone  is required to help with the Patrons from 

Sections 5  and 6.   

 

Gordon Thomas  (County Patrons Association)  .  Gordon’s report was 

circulated with nothing further to add. 

 

12.   Year Book and Diary  : 

 

Brian Baker reported that the club forms are coming in fairly well.  In the 

diary there is a page for  ‘useful information’, i.e. Land Registry etc.,  It 

seems that in the past such information was put in simply to fill in pages. 

Brian will use his discretion as to whether unnecessary information needs 

to go into the year book/diary.   In the past we had a two years’ calendar 

printed and as this was a useful item it was decided to keep It. 

Sue Trott  (Section 2) mentioned that she had received forms for the Year 

Book  but not for the Diary.  Brian is to look into Clubs who may not have 

received the necessary forms. 

 

13.   England EGM. 

 

Nominations have been received for England Junior Vice President .   

Carol informed everyone that she and Harry would like to support Michael 

Jennings (Cornwall).   This was agreed.   

  

14.  Proposals for Bowls England EGM  -  none received. 

 

15.   Notice of Motion regarding Ladies Unbadged Pairs was dealt with 

within the Competition Committee report. 

 

16.   Report from Bowls England  :   New Rules and Regulations : 

 

David Tucker spoke of the Articles of Association and Rules and 

Regulations – the Board have streamlined these to take as much as 

possible out.  This is very expensive legally.  The Rules and Regulations will 

give the Board the power to manage the  Company from day-to-day but 

the membership will always have the right to overrule decisions. 

 

David quoted from the recent Newsletter  : 

Players with a hearing disability will be able to use ‘walkie talkies’.  A 

kneeling position has also been approved. 

 

For the 2014 National Championships the County  flags at Leamington are 

going to be replaced and each County will submit their own design. 

 

Smoking on the Green : Electronic Cigarettes will not be allowed. 

 

Sandals may be worn in events under the jurisdiction of Bowls England 
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including County Championships leading to National Championships with 

a Doctor’s  Certificate. 

 

Annual Dinners :  To provisionally book the Women’s Annual Dinner to be 

moved to Saturdays instead of Fridays.  The venue yet to be finalised. 

 

 

17. Reports from Sections  : 

 

Martin Rowe (Section 1)  enquired if County shirts may only be worn by 

County Bowlers.   However Chairman Alan confirmed that anyone can 

wear the shirt. 

 

Sue Trott  (Section 2) Nothing to report. 

 

Don Coyne (Section3) Two Meetings had been held at which the Ladies 

Unbadged Pairs had been raised , both of which have been discussed at 

this meeting. 

Brian Baker (Section 4)  Nothing to report. 

David Mercer (Section 5).  A new Secretary has been proposed. 

Mike Birch  (Section 6).  A nomination for Ray Macdonald to replace Mavis 

Wellington as Chairperson.  

 Assistant Secretary, Val Rounsley will probably be sharing with Beryl 

Leach. 

Sharon Parnell (Section 7).   Section nominations - this time the ladies 

positions have been filled but with no men.  Sharon raised the question of 

a bowler who is almost totally blind using a string along the rink.   Umpire 

Sue Trott confirmed that strings are allowed. 

Paul Chudley  (Section 8).   Paul  raised the problem of the Council greatly 

increasing the fees to some clubs in this section over the next three years. 

President Edgar had attended meetings with the Council recently and said 

There has been no decision to date and at the moment it is a matter of  

“watch this space”. 

 

18 Any Other Business  : 

 

Martin Rowe told the Committee that his Club have acquired a piece of 

land and this will be registered with the Land Registry    It is  important 

that all Clubs realise that any extra land must always be registered with 

the Land Registry. 

 

 

19.   Date of Next Meeting:   

      

 Thursday, 9
th

 January 2014. 
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Close of Meeting : 

Chairman Alan in closing the Meeting at 8.15 pm thanked everyone for 

attending. 

 

 

Signed............................................            Date......................................... 

 


