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COVID Guidance Update 

From 19 July, Clubs are not required to enforce any COVID restrictions by law.  Bowls England are recommending, 

however, that Government guidance on mask wearing indoors is still adhered to by our Clubs, and that all Clubs continue 

to utilise the NHS COVID app to ensure the spread of the virus is limited. 

 

I am sure that our bowling community will respect people’s choices regarding masks, social distancing and their own  

well-being.  

 

Affiliation 2021 

The latest information that I have received from Bowls England shows that, in terms of the financial part of affiliation,  

we have lost almost 13000 affiliated bowlers since 2019, a 13% decline.  This is more positive than was originally forecast, 

however, it is a big drop and Covid has accelerated what has been a steady decline in playing numbers over a generation. 

 

The Bowls’ Big Weekend provided a positive impact and there are several people who have started playing at their clubs 

after the collection of affiliation fees. 

 

It is interesting to note that Devon’s return to Bowls England of affiliated members on 1 May, was for 4928 members 

comprising 1664 ladies and 3264 men, a difference of -774 from the previous return, which is a decline of -13%, mirroring 

the national average.  Late affiliations have reduced the deficit to -608. 

 

Funding available from Sport England 

Women and girls have been added as a priority demographic to Sport England’s Small Grants Fund.  The Small Grants  

Fund offers amounts of up to £10,000 and Sport England is particularly keen to support applications from organisations or 

initiatives that are having to respond to the effects of the pandemic.  Bowls England would love to see more funding going 

towards supporting women to become or to stay physically active and would strongly encourage all clubs to take a look at 

the funding opportunities available. 

 

Easyfundraising 

Clubs that have signed up to the fundraising website easyfundraising are starting to receive their first pay out of free 

donations, which they can put towards a particular project at their club; or keep for a rainy day. 

 

Amenities Fund 

Money is available from Bowls Devon to clubs in respect of improvements to facilities and clubs can borrow up to £10,000 

repayable over 5 years with an admin fee of £25 for each £1,000 borrowed.  All applications for a loan should be sent to 

the Treasurer, Ray Stringer, by email:  raystringer59@gmail.com 

 

Bowls’ Big Weekend 

Although a full review has yet to be finalised, the Bowls’ Big Weekend was well received with 693 clubs originally signed 

up to host an event.  Returns from 200 Clubs have been received (a response rate of 22%), highlighting a total of 5290 

attended an event which equates to 26.5 per club.  

 

National Finals 2021 

Following the latest Government update, Bowls England are working with various stakeholders, including Warwick District 

Council and Public Health England, to confirm the plans for the National Finals and will issue an update next week. 

 

Competitions 2022 

Bowls England hope to have the 2022 programme out around the end of this year’s National Finals. 

 

National Finals 2022 

Bowls England are currently awaiting an update from Warwick District Council and Birmingham 2022 regarding the 

availability of Victoria Park due to the Commonwealth Games being staged there in August 2022.  It is hoped to provide a 

full update on dates and venues for our national and international events.  

 

 

 



Gordon P Short Bowling Challenge to celebrate his 100th Birthday 

By now you should have received details of the family challenge, to Gordon, to play 5 ends at 20 different clubs in Devon 

(two clubs a day over one month).  Gordon will start the challenge at the City of Plymouth Bowling Club on 20 July ending 

at Great Torrington Bowling Club on 19 August.  

 

Gordon is raising money for the Devon Air Ambulance, a charity close to everyone’s heart. Members can help by donating 

to his JustGiving Fundraising Page:  www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gordon-short100 

 

Face-to-Face Safeguarding Course 

Although there is nothing planned before the end of the Outdoor Season, our Safeguarding Officer, Bill Smith, has advised 

that a face-to-face Safeguarding Course within the County, rather than just online would be considered by Bowls England.  

This would depend on the number of members interested.  If your Club has anyone interested in an Adult and Young 

Persons Safeguarding Course, could you ask them to contact Bill Smith by email:  jwssmith835@gmail.com 

 

Long-term Sustainable Position 

The Treasurer recently reported that Bowls Devon could have assets amounting to £90,000 by the end of the year and 

asked whether this should be reduced to a sustainable level.  Already, in respect of the successful Devon Youth 

Development initiative, it has been agreed that a selection of different size bowls should be purchased to maintain safe 

practice.  These bowls, sizes 0000s, 000s, double 00s and Junior Aces will be allocated and remain the responsibility of the 

County Coach Co-ordinator or the Coach who is leading the training/coaching session. 

 

We are not keeping this specifically for our juniors and are open to any suggestions that your Club might wish to make. 

 

If you have any suggestions regarding the possible reduction of the assets, could you please contact the Treasurer, Ray 

Stringer by email:  raystringer59@gmail.com  

 

Nominations for 2022 

I have recently sent out forms seeking nominations for the appointment of Officers, Officials and Committee members for 

2022.  All positions are open for nominations, and you will see that there are several vacancies. 

 

 Officers appointed at the Annual General Meeting  

 The current post holders are all seeking re-election.  

 

 Officers and Officials appointed by the Executive Committee 

 Positions currently not filled are those of Minute Secretary, Assistant County Administrator and Assistant County 

 Treasurer.  Vacancies arising are that of Diary Secretary and a Co-ordinator of Ladies’ President’s Matches.  Other 

 post holders are seeking re-election. 

 

 Committee Members 

 Vacancies arising are for a male to serve on the Competition Committee, a male to serve on the Men’s Junior Side 

 Selection Committee and a female to serve on the Johns Trophy Selection Committee.  Other Committee 

 members are seeking re-election. 

 

 Please note that new nominations, proposed and seconded and accompanied by a C.V. should reach the 

 County Administrator by 1 October 

 

County Diary 

It would be helpful if Sections and Clubs could actively promote Diary sales for 2022. 

Orders for a County Diary should be sent to Section Secretaries early in October.  The cost this year is: 

Plain Diary with a pvc outer cover - £4 

Plain Diary with a cardboard outer - £2.50 

 

County Luncheon  

The County Luncheon this year is on Sunday 7 November and, once again, will be held at the Langstone Cliff Hotel, Dawlish 

Warren.  The Luncheon Poster and Booking Reservation form is attached to this Newsletter.  I should be grateful if you 

would put these two forms on your notice board.    

 

 

Harry Riley 

County Administrator  

16 July 2021 


